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Editorial

M Y TERM of office as Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE
MICROWAVE AND GUIDED WAVE LETTERS (MGWL)

ended on December 31, 1997. The Administrative Committee
(Adcom) of the IEEE Microwave Theory and Techniques
Society, during its January 1998 meeting, has unanimously
selected Prof. Madhu S. Gupta to take over this important
responsibility. Prof. Gupta, as can be seen from his biography,
is more than qualified for this job. In order to give him the
necessary time to prepare for operation, however, my term of
office was prolonged until May 1998.

The MGWL originated from an idea of Dr. Martin Schnei-
der, then an AdCom member, but was carried out by Dr. Tatsuo
Itoh, who was the founder of MGWL and Editor-in-Chief from
January 1991 through December 1994. The motivation for
MGWL was to provide a quick means of dissemination for
significant new developments of topical interest, written in a
concise manner, relevant to microwave, millimeter-wave, and
guided wave technologies. In a short time, MGWL has become
one of the leading quick-turnaround archival journals. The
high-quality, archival nature of MGWL is maintained through
a careful and selective review process. Each manuscript is
sent to three reviewers chosen from a pool of internationally
qualified experts in the specific area of the manuscript. For the
sake of quick turnaround, no “revise and resubmit” disposition
is used: each manuscript is either accepted or not accepted.
As a result of the review process, only about 45% of the
manuscripts received are accepted for publication.

A fast review is of basic importance for MGWL, and all
efforts have been made to accelerate the process. According to
the most recent records, the average processing time from the
arrival of the submitted article to the Editor-in-Chief’s office
until the notification of the disposition is 23 calendar days.
Within 30 days, 73% of the manuscripts have been processed,
while all manuscripts have been reviewed within 50 days.
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To avoid delays due to conventional mail, e-mail submission
was implemented starting with the January 1997 issue. In
many cases, this has permitted the Editor-in-Chief to make
a manuscript disposition in fewer than ten days after its
submission. The geographical distribution of the manuscript
submitted testifies to the widespread international character of
MGWL. During the last three years, about one-third of the
manuscripts came from North America, 42% from Europe,
and 21% from Asia.

Such a performance could not be achieved without the
joint effort and dedication of many people. By means of this
Editorial, I would like to thank everyone who has helped me
in carrying out this challenging but most rewarding job. First
of all, I am glad to acknowledge the continual support I have
received from my predecessor and founder of MGWL, Pro-
fessor Tatsuo Itoh. His advice has always been indispensable
for solving various difficult situations. I would also like to
express my gratitude to all the reviewers for their dedicated
and invaluable service, which forms the basis for the success
of MGWL. I would also like to acknowledge the support of
the MTT AdCom and its Publication Committee, the Associate
Editors of the Asia–Pacific Abstracts and the Patent Abstracts,
and the dedicated staff at the IEEE Transactions/Journals
Department. Last but not least, I am profoundly indebted
to the dedication of my assistants: Dr. Maria Stovali, who
has efficiently handled the processing of papers and related
administrative matters during my entire term, along with, first,
Dr. Carla Massini and, later, Dr. Paolo Mezzanotte.

From this point on, MGWL will be in the expert hands of
Prof. Gupta, to whom I want express my best wishes for an
ever more successful and authoritative journal.
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